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HF01-SF01 St. Mary's Orphanage sous-fonds

Summary information

Repository: Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada

Title: St. Mary's Orphanage sous-fonds

Reference code: HF01-SF01

Date: 1852-2015 (creation)

Physical description: 350.8 cm of textual records
138 photographs : b&w
17 registers ; 48 x 31 cm or smaller
1 scrapbook ; 37 x 30 cm

Language: English

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

November 12, 2018July 2, 2020

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

In 1854, there was a cholera and typhus outbreak within the city of Hamilton. At the same time, many
immigrants were crossing the Atlantic Ocean looking for a better life in the New World. Often ships were
overcrowded, which led to the spreading of disease. Newcomers often did not have large support networks,
like family and neighbours, upon their arrival. This made life even more difficult if the family was dealing
with illness or the death of a loved one. Factors like these resulted in Hamilton having a large orphan
population. The Sisters of St. Joseph established St. Mary’s Orphanage in 1852 in response to the rising
concern for orphaned children within the city.
Initially, the Sisters cared for two orphaned girls in their first convent on MacNab and Cannon Streets.
In 1857, an orphan girls’ quarters was located in the Sisters’ second convent at 204 Park Street. The girls
lived in the Carmel Wing located under the novitiate. Additions to the property were made on various
occasions to meet the needs of the increasing number of children. Both boys and girls resided on the
property, although they were housed separately. In 1880, the boys were then moved to a wing in the House
of Providence, which was a facility to care for the aged. The building had been donated by Reverend John
McNulty. In 1900, the House of Providence burned down which meant that the boys had to move again,
this time going into individual homes for care until a new building was opened on the convent property in
1909. In 1910, Mount Carmel Infants’ Home was built on Hamilton Mountain. Young, “delicate” children
were cared for in this facility until 1926. In 1936, the girls of St. Mary’s Orphanage were moved from the
Park Street convent to the newly built Mount St. Joseph Orphanage at 354 King Street West, a diocesan
property. This became known as the Mount St. Joseph Girls’ Division of St. Mary’s Orphanage. The boys
later joined the girls at Mount St. Joseph in 1951. This was the first time that the orphanage was co-ed.
Mount St. Joseph was administered by St. Mary’s Orphanage.

Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada  Page 3



HF01-SF01 St. Mary's Orphanage sous-fonds

In 1960, Mount St. Joseph Orphanage became Mount St. Joseph Centre, a school for emotionally disturbed
boys. This Centre remained open until 1978.
The Sisters worked tirelessly to provide for the orphaned children. They also fostered children, whose
parents paid for their room and board. One of the main ways that the Sisters funded the orphanage was
through the annual Orphans’ Festival. This Festival not only helped raise funds for the orphans, but
also instilled them with musical and theatrical talents. The festivals were heavily attended by the local
community. The Sisters also went to surrounding rural communities to ask for donations and food for the
orphanage.

Scope and content

This sous-contains fundraising documents pertaining to rural collections and the Orphans’ Festival which
show that the Sisters needed support from the surrounding community in order to operate the orphanage.
Articles, tickets, programmes, and receipts from the annual Orphans’ Festival show the importance the event
held, not only to the Sisters but also to Hamilton citizens. Financial records further illustrate how much
money was needed to care for the orphaned children. The account books detail the necessary items Sisters
purchased to successfully run the orphanage. The fee books show how much parents paid to foster their
children. These records also demonstrate the needs the Sisters had on outside resources, like government
grants and surrounding community funding. Documents pertaining to regulatory compliance are also found,
including the 1965 Children’s Institutions Act and Regulations which outlines the rules the orphanage
had to follow in order to operate within the law. Correspondence on a variety of topics is also present in
the collection, including finance, education, and daily operations. There are photographs which offer a
“snapshot” into the life of the orphanage. These images depict Sisters working in the orphanage, the Orphans’
Festival, children’s communion celebrations, and the dining hall. The sous-fonds also contains records
created by the Advisory Committee of Mount St. Joseph Orphanage. These records outline the types of
work the committee did, including structural changes to the building. There are several summaries of the
history of St. Mary’s Orphanage, and a brief summary of the history of Mount St. Carmel Infants’ Home.
The registers offer significant information about the children who remained in the care of the orphanage.
These list information such as the orphan’s name, date of birth, religious denomination, nationality, date of
admission and discharge, date of death [if applicable], and who took the child after he or she was discharged.
There are also registers that list information about children who stayed for day stays, as well as children
who were moved into foster homes. The sous-fonds contains information about orphans who received their
religious sacraments, as well as baptismal records. Also found personal folders and admission cards, which
provide information about application and departure, correspondence and parental addresses and occupations.

Notes

Title notes

• Source of title proper: Title based on the contents of the sous-fonds.

Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada  Page 4



HF01-SF01 St. Mary's Orphanage sous-fonds

Immediate source of acquisition

Records transferred from St. Mary’s Orphanage to the archives – Hamilton site, and then to the main
archives.

Arrangement

Order was imposed on the sous-fonds.

Location of originals

The records are located at The Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada Archives.

Restrictions on access

Some records will be restricted to public access to protect privacy.
The Archives reserves the right to restrict access to the collection depending on the condition of the
archival material, the amount of material requested, and the purpose of the research. The use of certain
materials may also be restricted for reasons of privacy or sensitivity, or under a donor agreement. Access
restrictions will be applied equally to all researchers and reviewed periodically. No researcher will be
given access to any materials that contain a personal information bank such as donor agreements or
personnel records, or to other proprietary information such as appraisals, insurance valuations, or condition
reports.

Conditions governing use

Permission to study archival records does not extend to publication or display rights. The researcher must
request this permission in writing from the Archives.

Finding aids

There is a series and file list.

Accruals

No further accruals are expected.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published
• Level of detail: Partial
• Status description: Revised

Access points

• Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada (Hamilton, Ont.)
• Graphic material (documentary form)
• Textual record (documentary form)
• Photographs (documentary form)
• Textual records (documentary form)
• Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada (Hamilton, Ont.) (subject)
• Hamilton (place)
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• Hamilton (place)

Collection holdings

Series: HF01-SF01-S001 - Fundraising

Title: Fundraising

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001

Date: 1919-1956 (date of creation)

Scope and content: This series illuminates two important orphanage-related activities performed by
the Sisters: collecting funds from surrounding rural communities and the annual Orphans’ Festival.
These fundraising events were important as it was expensive to house and feed the orphaned and
fostered children. Thus, the Sisters asked the community for support. The series contains news clippings,
programs, photographs, ledgers and record books.

Physical description: 11 cm of textual records
1 scrapbook ; 37 x 30 cm

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

Subseries: HF01-SF01-S001-01 - Donations

Title: Donations

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001-01

Date: 1939-1953 (date of creation)

Scope and content: Four record books make up this sub-series. These provide donation information
from the surrounding communities of Haldimand County, Caledonia, Cayuga, and Hamilton. In 1854,
Father Schneider of Goderich invited the Sisters to come to his mission to collect food for the orphans.
From that time onward, the Sisters visited surrounding rural communities to raise monies to help fund
the orphanage. These record books provide a list of individual names and businesses and the amount
of their donations.

Physical description: 3 cm of textual records

Publication status:

Published

Access points:
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• Textual record (documentary form)

File: HF01-SF01-S001-01--1 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Donations 1939-1953 [2
folders]

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Donations 1939-1953 [2 folders]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001-01--1

Publication status:

Published

Subseries: HF01-SF01-S001--2 - Orphans' Festival

Title: Orphans' Festival

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001--2

Date: 1919-1956 (date of creation)

Scope and content: This sub-series consists of various records dealing with the annual Orphans’
Festival. This festival began in 1853 in the Mechanics’ Hall. In later years, it moved into the Grand
Opera building. The festival continued for 103 years, finishing in 1956. The orphaned and fostered
children performed theatrical and musical numbers for the Hamilton community in order to help raise
funds. The yearly festivals were successful, bringing in considerable amounts of money. There are two
souvenir booklets from 1919 and 1920 which provide a detailed history of St. Mary’s Orphanage, as
well as a list of festival sponsors. Articles about the Orphans’ Festival appear in the 1925 and 1926
issues of Catholic Magazine. These articles detail the importance of the festival. In the January 1926
issue, author F.E. Regan urged community members to attend and support the efforts of the Sisters.
Addresses given at the festival also comprise this sub-series. These speeches show the spirit of the
festivals and how popular and important they were both to the Sisters and to the Hamilton community.
Ledgers of ticket sales provide a list of attendees, as well as how much they contributed to the event.
Itinerary and sponsor information appears in the programmes. Receipts and invoices further show
participating individuals and businesses, as well as their donations. Several festival advertisements and
tickets also make up this sub-series. Newspaper clippings, photographs, and programmes are present
in a large scrapbook.

Physical description: 8 cm of textual records
1 scrapbook ; 37 x 30 cm

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)
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File: HF01-SF01-S001--2--1 - Souvenir of 66th Annual Festival St. Mary’s
Orphanage Grand Opera House Hamilton, Ontario March 3rd, 1919

Title: Souvenir of 66th Annual Festival St. Mary’s Orphanage Grand Opera House Hamilton,
Ontario March 3rd, 1919

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001--2--1

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S001--2--2 - Souvenir Book-67th Anniversary [St. Mary’s
Orphanage 1920]

Title: Souvenir Book-67th Anniversary [St. Mary’s Orphanage 1920]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001--2--2

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S001--2--3 - Catholic Magazine 1923-1926 [Orphans’ Festival
Articles]

Title: Catholic Magazine 1923-1926 [Orphans’ Festival Articles]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001--2--3

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S001--2--4 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Orphans’ Festival
Correspondence and Addresses 1943-1951

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Orphans’ Festival Correspondence and Addresses 1943-1951

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001--2--4

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S001--2--5 - Orphans’ Festival Ticket Sales 1946-1948
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Title: Orphans’ Festival Ticket Sales 1946-1948

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001--2--5

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S001--2--6 - Orphans’ Festival Programmes 1922-1956 [2
folders]

Title: Orphans’ Festival Programmes 1922-1956 [2 folders]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001--2--6

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S001--2--7 - Orphans’ Festival Tickets for Parishes 1954-1955

Title: Orphans’ Festival Tickets for Parishes 1954-1955

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001--2--7

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S001--2--8 - Orphans’ Festival Ticket Sales 1954-1956

Title: Orphans’ Festival Ticket Sales 1954-1956

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001--2--8

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S001--2--9 - Orphans’ Festival Receipts and Invoices 1956

Title: Orphans’ Festival Receipts and Invoices 1956

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001--2--9

Publication status:

Published
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File: HF01-SF01-S001--2--10 - Orphans’ Festival Tickets and Advertisements
1955-1956

Title: Orphans’ Festival Tickets and Advertisements 1955-1956

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001--2--10

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S001--2--11 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Hamilton:
1896-1920’s-1950’s News clippings, Festivals, Pictures [Scrapbook]

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Hamilton: 1896-1920’s-1950’s News clippings, Festivals, Pictures
[Scrapbook]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S001--2--11

Publication status:

Published

Series: HF01-SF01-S002 - Finance

Title: Finance

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S002

Date: 1852-1965 (date of creation)

Scope and content: This series provides information about the daily expenses of running St. Mary’s
Orphanage. For individual fostered children, information is given about the promised rate, the amount
of board money actually received, who paid for the child’s stay, as well as how long the child remained
in the care of the Sisters. Receipts and disbursements show the orphanage’s total expenses for 1958
and 1959. These documents provide information about how many boys versus girls were in the Sisters’
care, as well as the ages of the children. The public welfare accounting forms give details about each
individual child, including age, rate per week, admission and discharge date, and the number of days
in care. Additional information can be found in the records of orphan fees books (1902-1926 and
1925-1944). These books outline payment information regarding individual orphans’ care. Applications
for provincial aid, Orphan Festival financial reports, and general financial reports also make up this
series. Cash statements are provided for the period covering 1935 to 1940. These detail information
such as the amount of money spent on clothing and feeding the children, Orphans’ Festival expenses,
and general bills. The series also shows the amount of fees received from parents, the city of Hamilton,
the Orphans’ Festival, and provincial government grants. The 1957 to 1965 journal lists items from the
orphanage’s accounts payable and receivable. Items include bread, cereals, coal, water, and grant money.
There are also receipt books that cover the years 1930 to 1943. These books give an in-depth look at what
the Sisters were purchasing to run the orphanage.
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Physical description: 16.2 cm of textual records

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: HF01-SF01-S002-01 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Hamilton, Ontario [Account
book] 1852-1943

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Hamilton, Ontario [Account book] 1852-1943

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S002-01

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S002-02 - Rate of Payment for Individual Orphans 1936

Title: Rate of Payment for Individual Orphans 1936

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S002-02

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S002-03 - Receipts and Disbursements 1958-1959

Title: Receipts and Disbursements 1958-1959

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S002-03

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S002-04 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Public Welfare Accounting
Forms 1936-1953 [3 folders]]

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Public Welfare Accounting Forms 1936-1953 [3 folders]]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S002-04

Publication status:
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Published

File: HF01-SF01-S002-05 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Cash Statements 1935-1940

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Cash Statements 1935-1940

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S002-05

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S002-06 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Hamilton-Ontario Annual
Financial Statement December 31st 1958

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Hamilton-Ontario Annual Financial Statement December 31st 1958

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S002-06

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S002-07 - Records Of Fees 1902-1926

Title: Records Of Fees 1902-1926

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S002-07

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S002-08 - Records Of Fees Oct. 1924 [1925] to Sept. 1944 [1941]

Title: Records Of Fees Oct. 1924 [1925] to Sept. 1944 [1941]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S002-08

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S002-09 - St. Mary’s Orphanage: Expenditures, Receipts, Etc.
August 1930-1936
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Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage: Expenditures, Receipts, Etc. August 1930-1936

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S002-09

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S002-10 - Receipts Disbursements 1938-1943

Title: Receipts Disbursements 1938-1943

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S002-10

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S002-11 - Journal, 1957-1965

Title: Journal, 1957-1965

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S002-11

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S002-12 - Annual Financial Reports 1943-1948

Title: Annual Financial Reports 1943-1948

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S002-12

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S002-13 - Expenditures Boys Orphanage and Mount Carmel [n.d.]

Title: Expenditures Boys Orphanage and Mount Carmel [n.d.]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S002-13

Publication status:

Published
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Series: HF01-SF01-S003 - Regulatory Compliance

Title: Regulatory Compliance

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S003

Date: 1922-1965 (date of creation)

Scope and content: This series provide information about government regulations for orphanages in
Ontario, including the 1965 Children’s Institutions Act and Regulations. These documents outline the
rules surrounding the care of orphaned and fostered children. Detailed criteria had to be met. There
are sections including general health and well-being, medical and dental care, nutrition, and clothing.
Financial activities also had to be carried out within accordance to the law. Information about budgets,
audits, and financing can also be found in these records. Annual inspections of the orphanage were done
by the Department of Public Welfare. The inspection reports provide information about building safety,
dietary conditions, and the physical and mental well-being of the children.

Physical description: 2 cm of textual records

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: HF01-SF01-S003-01 - Government Regulations for Children’s Institutions in
Ontario

Title: Government Regulations for Children’s Institutions in Ontario

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S003-01

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S003-02 - The Children’s Institutions Act and Regulations 1965

Title: The Children’s Institutions Act and Regulations 1965

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S003-02

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S003-03 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Inspections 1922-1934
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Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Inspections 1922-1934

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S003-03

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S003-04 - 1880 Act

Title: 1880 Act

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S003-04

Publication status:

Published

Series: HF01-SF01-S004 - Correspondence

Title: Correspondence

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S004

Date: 1925-1987 (date of creation)

Scope and content: Correspondence on varied matters can be found in this series. A May 9, 1939 letter
from Mother Marguerite to Hamilton Mayor William Morrison discusses the one year “experiment”
where the Sisters placed children in outside foster homes. There are also letters which discuss financial
activities. An August 6, 1940 letter from the Hamilton Community Fund to Mother Marguerite states
that $5,000 was bequeathed from the estate of the Honourable George Lynch-Staunton to be used to
help fund the cost of the laundry. There is also correspondence between the orphanage and the Catholic
Welfare Bureau regarding an increase in grant money for institutions caring for children. A 1959 letter
written by the Mount St. Joseph Educational Committee discusses the higher education opportunities
made available to orphaned children. A 1987 letter from Sullivan, Festeryga, Lawlor & Arrell discusses
the Sisters setting up an informal voluntary disclosure registry.

Physical description: 1 cm of textual records

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: HF01-SF01-S004-01 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Correspondence 1925-1959, 1987

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Correspondence 1925-1959, 1987
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Reference code: HF01-SF01-S004-01

Publication status:

Published

Series: HF01-SF01-S005 - Photographs

Title: Photographs

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005

Date: [1940-?] (date of creation)

Scope and content: The majority of the photographs show children performing at the annual Orphans’
Festival. They are in various costumes posing for pictures, or they are performing on stage. The
orphanage dining hall is featured in several photographs. Children are seen eating while the Sisters are
working in the room. These images also show what the interior of the orphanage building looked like.
Images of children playing games and holidays are also included in this series. There are also several
photographs of the Sisters, such as an image of Sr. Clarice Van Tassel fixing a girl’s dress. Several
photographs of children receiving their communion also comprise this series.

Physical description: 138 photographs : b&w

Note [generalNote]: Several of the photographs were unlabeled, thus making it difficult to ascertain
which orphanage building they depict; however, several were labeled as being taken at Mount St. Joseph.
The Mount St. Joseph photographs are indicated in the file list.

Arrangement: The photographs were rehoused and arranged into two files Family Life and
Congregational Life. The sequence of photographs in the original albums was maintained.

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Graphic material (documentary form)
• Multiple media (documentary form)

File: HF01-SF01-S005-01 - St. Mary’s Hospital – Opening – 1951 – New Addition –
1981 [photo album HSt.M-1]

Title: St. Mary’s Hospital – Opening – 1951 – New Addition – 1981 [photo album HSt.M-1]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-01

Publication status:

Published
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File: HF01-SF01-S005-02 - Sod Turning Ceremony 1995 [2012-93-1]

Title: Sod Turning Ceremony 1995 [2012-93-1]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-02

Date: 1995 (date of creation)

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S005-03 - The history of St. Mary's Hospital

Title: The history of St. Mary's Hospital

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-03

Date: 1951-1980 (date of creation)

Scope and content: A scrapbook documenting the history of St. Mary's Hospital. Includes photographs
of staff, Sisters, patients, events, and construction projects such as the demolition of the House of
Providence as well as news clippings, correspondence, invitations, pamphlets, programs, and a book
mark.

Physical description: 1 scrapbook ; 30.5 x 37 x 5 cm

Publication status:

Published

Alpha-numeric designations:

M2024-25

File: HF01-SF01-S005-04 - Stretching your type [photographs]

Title: Stretching your type [photographs]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-04

Date: 1951 (date of creation)

Scope and content: Photographs of St. Mary's Hospital interior and exterior, staff, Sisters,
construction, and the official opening.

Physical description: 9 photographs : b&w

Publication status:

Published

Alpha-numeric designations:
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M2024-25

File: HF01-SF01-S005-05 - Photographs and news clippings

Title: Photographs and news clippings

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-05

Date: 1951-1988 (date of creation)

Scope and content: Photographs of St. Mary's Hospital interior and exterior, staff, Sisters,
construction, and the official opening as well as news clippings about the hospital.

Physical description: 41 photographs : b&w
0.5 cm of textual records

Publication status:

Published

Alpha-numeric designations:

M2024-25

File: HF01-SF01-S005-06 - Residents and patients of Marian Villa and St. Mary's

Title: Residents and patients of Marian Villa and St. Mary's

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-06

Date: [196-?-197-?] (date of creation)

Scope and content: Photographic slides with residents and patients of Marian Villa and St. Mary's
Hospital of London, Ontario with some staff in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

Physical description: 39 photographs : col. slides

Publication status:

Published

Alpha-numeric designations:

M2024-25

File: HF01-SF01-S005-07 - Marian Villa residents

Title: Marian Villa residents

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-07

Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada  Page 18



HF01-SF01 St. Mary's Orphanage sous-fonds

Date: 1971 (date of creation)

Scope and content: A photograph from 1971 of residents at Marian Villa doing crafts at a table pasted
to a card.

Physical description: 1 photograph : col.
0.1 cm of textual records

Publication status:

Published

Alpha-numeric designations:

M2024-25

File: HF01-SF01-S005-01 - 1928-1982 Photographs

Title: 1928-1982 Photographs

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-01

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S005-02 - 1990 Awards Night

Title: 1990 Awards Night

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-02

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S005-01 - Reproductions of Work

Title: Reproductions of Work

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-01

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S005-02 - Photographs of Iconography

Title: Photographs of Iconography
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Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-02

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S005-03 - Photographs of Artwork on Display

Title: Photographs of Artwork on Display

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-03

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S005-04 - Photographs of People

Title: Photographs of People

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-04

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S005-05 - Albums

Title: Albums

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-05

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S005-01 - Congregational Life

Title: Congregational Life

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-01

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S005-02 - Family Life
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Title: Family Life

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-02

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S005-01 - Orphanage Photographs [2 folders]

Title: Orphanage Photographs [2 folders]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-01

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S005-02 - Mount St. Joseph Album

Title: Mount St. Joseph Album

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-02

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S005-03 - Mount St Joseph Photographs

Title: Mount St Joseph Photographs

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S005-03

Publication status:

Published

Series: HF01-SF01-S006 - Governance

Title: Governance

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S006

Date: 1953-1955 (date of creation)

Scope and content: This series includes reports of the Mount St. Joseph advisory board. The board
acted in an advisory capacity to the Sisters of St. Joseph at Mount St. Joseph. The October 1952 to May
1953 report details the work accomplished by the board, including having showers, lights, and a fence
installed at the orphanage. The June to September 1954 report lists some of the events that occurred
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over the summer. This includes information about donations to the orphanage. Minutes of the advisory
board meetings also comprise this series. There is also correspondence about the use of funds and events
occurring at the orphanage.

Physical description: 1 cm of textual records

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

HF01-SF01-S006-01 - St. Mary’s Orphanage-Mount St. Joseph Advisory Board
1953- 1955

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage-Mount St. Joseph Advisory Board 1953- 1955

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S006-01

Publication status:

Published

Series: HF01-SF01-S007 - Histories

Title: Histories

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S007

Date: 1960-2015 (date of creation)

Scope and content: This series includes historical summaries about St. Mary’s Orphanage, from the
time the orphanage was located at 204 Park Street, to the House of Providence, Mount St. Joseph,
and the Mount Carmel Infants’ Home. There is a list of the Sisters who worked in the orphanage from
1958 to 1961. There is also a timeline of events that outlines important milestones in the orphanage’s
history, such as when it was moved into new buildings, and information about fundraising. A copy of the
Motherhouse annals also comprises this series. There is also a brief summary of the history of the Mount
Carmel Infants’ Home. Frank Mayer’s 1989, "There ‘With’ the Grace of God Go I", text details his life
growing up in Hamilton. In Chapters 13-16, he recollects his time spent at St. Mary’s Orphanage in the
early 1930s after the Great Depression made it difficult for his father to find work. He discusses topics
such as the Orphans’ Festival, the building, the Sisters, as well as outlining what an average day was like
living in the home. An October 26, 2015 Hamilton Spectator article details the demolition of Mount St.
Joseph.

Physical description: 4 cm of textual records

Publication status:

Published
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Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: HF01-SF01-S007-01 - St. Mary’s Orphanage History

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage History

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S007-01

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S007-02 - Mount Carmel Infants’ Home History

Title: Mount Carmel Infants’ Home History

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S007-02

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S007-03 - Frank Mayer’s “There ‘With’ the Grace of God Go I,”
1989

Title: Frank Mayer’s “There ‘With’ the Grace of God Go I,” 1989

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S007-03

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S007-04 - St. Mary’s Orphanage-Mount St. Joseph Building
Demolition Documentation 2015

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage-Mount St. Joseph Building Demolition Documentation 2015

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S007-04

Publication status:

Published

Series: HF01-SF01-S008 - Registers
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Title: Registers

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008

Date: 1852-1974 (date of creation)

Scope and content: The registers record significant information about the children who remained in the
care of the orphanage. Some of the registers include those detailing day stays and children in residences.
These sources provide the children’s name, admission and dismissal date, and age. There are also more
detailed registers which provide information about both the boys and girls of St. Mary’s Orphanage.
These books list the orphans’ name, date of birth, religious denomination, nationality, date of admission
and discharge, date of death, who took them after they were discharged, and the duration of their time
in care. The House of Providence Records 1893-1920 [1924] [St. Mary’s Branch House of Providence]
provides the names and details of boys who were moved to a wing in the House of Providence between
1879 and 1900. There are also names of young girls listed in this register, which is the only evidence
that orphan girls were also resident at the House of Providence. Another register lists information about
orphans who received their religious sacraments. The Mount St. Carmel register lists information about
the children who were cared for in this institution.

Physical description: 17 registers ; 48 x 31 cm or smaller

Restrictions on access: Access is restricted unless the records pertain to the person requesting the
information, or consent has been given in writing by the person to whom the information pertains, or the
records are 100 years old or more, or proof can be provided that the person to whom the records pertain
has been dead for at least 30 years..

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: HF01-SF01-S008-01 - St. Mary’s Orphanage [Register] Boys and Girls
1852-1874

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage [Register] Boys and Girls 1852-1874

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-01

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-02 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Register Girls and Boys
1875-1895

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Register Girls and Boys 1875-1895

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-02
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Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-03 - House of Providence Records 1893-1920 [1924] [St.
Mary’s House of Providence]

Title: House of Providence Records 1893-1920 [1924] [St. Mary’s House of Providence]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-03

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-04 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Register Boys 1895-1920

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Register Boys 1895-1920

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-04

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-05 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Register Girls 1895 [1896]-1920

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Register Girls 1895 [1896]-1920

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-05

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-06 - Children In Residence 1904-1919

Title: Children In Residence 1904-1919

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-06

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-07 - Day Stays 1918-1929
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Title: Day Stays 1918-1929

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-07

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-08 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Register Girls 1920-1941

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Register Girls 1920-1941

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-08

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-09 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Register Girls 1920-1941

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Register Girls 1920-1941

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-09

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-10 - Records Of First Communion And Confirmation
1923-1960

Title: Records Of First Communion And Confirmation 1923-1960

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-10

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-11 - Mount Carmel Jan. 1, 1925 Minute Book [Register]

Title: Mount Carmel Jan. 1, 1925 Minute Book [Register]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-11

Publication status:

Published
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File: HF01-SF01-S008-12 - Boys 1942 to—[Alphabetic register 1942-1951]

Title: Boys 1942 to—[Alphabetic register 1942-1951]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-12

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-13 - Girls 1942 to—[Alphabetic register 1942-1951]

Title: Girls 1942 to—[Alphabetic register 1942-1951]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-13

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-14 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Register Girls 1942-1961

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Register Girls 1942-1961

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-14

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-15 - St. Mary’s Orphanage Register Boys 1942-1973 [1974]

Title: St. Mary’s Orphanage Register Boys 1942-1973 [1974]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-15

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-16 - Children in Foster Homes Girls 1943-1954

Title: Children in Foster Homes Girls 1943-1954

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-16

Publication status:
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Published

File: HF01-SF01-S008-17 - Children in Foster Homes Boys [1943-1954]

Title: Children in Foster Homes Boys [1943-1954]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S008-17

Publication status:

Published

Series: HF01-SF01-S009 - Orphan Registration

Title: Orphan Registration

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S009

Date: [1852-1960] (date of creation)

Scope and content: This series is comprised of folders, data cards and envelopes relating to each
individual child in care. The files and cards include orphanage application forms, correspondence about
individual children, and vital records, including baptismal records.

Physical description: 315.6 cm of textual records

Arrangement: Arrangement of orphan records A-Z was done alphabetically by surname.

Restrictions on access: Access to these records is restricted unless the records pertain to the person
requesting the information, or consent has been given in writing by the person to whom the information
pertains, or the records are 100 years old or more, or proof can be provided that the person to whom the
records pertain has been dead for at least 30 years.

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

Subseries: HF01-SF01-S009-02 - Vital Records

Title: Vital Records

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S009-02

Date: [before 1960] (date of creation)

Scope and content: This sub-series is comprised of baptismal certificates, summaries of individual
information, and note cards detailing when the child was admitted into the orphanage. These note
cards also give, in some cases, the reason for admission and family and health information.
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Physical description: 88 cm of textual records

Arrangement: Arrangement was done alphabetically by surname.

Publication status:

Published

Access points:

• Textual record (documentary form)

File: HF01-SF01-S009-02-01 - A-I [Box 7]

Title: A-I [Box 7]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S009-02-01

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S009-02-02 - J-S [Box 7]

Title: J-S [Box 7]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S009-02-02

Publication status:

Published

File: HF01-SF01-S009-02-03 - A-Z [Box 7]

Title: A-Z [Box 7]

Reference code: HF01-SF01-S009-02-03

Publication status:

Published
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